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Technology in Healthcare
Introduction
The invention of technology has contributed greatly to the changes that have been witnessed recently in the health care sector. Technology has brought about several advancements and revolutionized the way in which health services are being provided. This has seen the increase in the provision of better and quality health services which has in turn led to a lot of lives being saved. Technology in health care has come about in the form of medical equipment’s that offer better and efficient treatment services to the patients and communication tools that have enabled the medical practitioners to interact with one another in a faster way and thus provide quality health care services. The advancement in technology in healthcare has seen the improvement in the general health of the population getting better as the people are able to acquire services that are efficient, effective and of high quality. This has been quite different from the earlier times that technology was not present which resulted in the medical facilities lacking sophisticated machines that are important in helping the treatment of patients. This led to most of the people lacking access to better health care service and this contributed to the loss of many lives. One of the important aspects of technology in health care is that of the electronic health records. This technology has changed the way in which health records are being kept which has contributed to a lot of efficiency in the health sector. This paper will therefore focus on electronic health records (HER), the relevance of it to health care, how the electronic health records is integrated in clinical setting and how it is used in the clinical setting.
Reasons Why I chose This Specific Topic
The main reason why I chose this form of technology in health care is that it presents a big improvement in the way clinical records are kept in the medical facilities which has brought about a lot of efficiency in the general provision of healthcare to patients. The use of this technology in the storage of the clinical records has significantly revolutionized the handling of patients’ information and this has contributed immensely to the improvement of the provision of better health care services (Ben-Assuli, 2015).
Another important reason is the fact that the process of health care starts from the retrieval of the patients’ health records and thus it is a critical factor when it comes to ensuring speedy delivery of health care for patients in health facilities. The patients’ files have to be retrieved before the treatment can begin and thus it is important to analyze this form of technology in order to better understand the whole process of patient care.
Relevance to Healthcare
Electronic health records refer to the use of technology to store and retrieve data and information that contains the patients’ health information (Ben-Assuli, 2015). It refers to the systematic collection of patients’ health information and storing of the information in a digital format. Nurses can use technology in order to locate and retrieve the patients’ health information unlike previous times in which they could rely on the use of paper in order to store information.
Electronic health records have been relevant to health care in a number of ways. This technology has made it easier to locate the data records of the patients and thus ensure that the records can be retrieved easily (Cifuentes, Davis, Fernald, Gunn, Dickinson & Cohen, 2015). This has created efficiency in the work that is being carried out by the medical officers and especially nurses as they are able to retrieve the documents fast enough. This in turn has enabled the patients to be responded to in a quick manner and thus saved them from suffering more. This has seen a general decline in the deaths that are being witnessed in the medical facilities as the patients are being treated in time and thus most of them are not succumbing to their disease due to the slow attendance that was previously there before the onset of technology.
The electronic health records has also been relevant to the issue of health care as it has streamlined the process in which the health records are being kept (Data, 2016).The technology has offered a much cleaner and organized way of storing the health records and this has brought about a lot of efficiency in the medical facilities. The storage and retrieval of health information is carried out in an efficient manner as the relevant health officers are able to quickly locate the records and thus enable the process of treatment to begin. This brings about efficiency in the work that they do and this has contributed greatly to the provision of better health care services to the patients.
The technology of electronic health records is relevant as it provides for a secure way of sharing health information with the patients and other health officers (O’Malley, Draper, Gourevitch, Cross & Scholle, 2015). The system used in storing the information is secured in order to prevent the information from getting leaked out. The information is able to be transferred from one end to another without it being compromised. This ensures that the confidentiality of the health information of the patients is upheld and thus the patients do not suffer from any form of stigmatization. This is relevant to health care as the act of confidentiality is one of the important ethical issues that needs to be observed in the general health care management and provision of health care services.
The use of the electronic health records has also enabled the healthcare providers to have access to patient information from multiple providers (Ben-Assuli, 2015). They are able to view the records and use them accordingly in the treatment of the patients. This allows for a better and efficient coordinated health care that is critical in the recovery and healing process of the patients. This is something that is relevant in the health sector as it ensures that the patients are able to be treated at different health care facilities as the information can be retrieved from the providers and thus used accordingly in the treatment of the patients. The patients are able to access health services and thus improve the general health care of the patients.
How HER is Integrate into Clinical Practice
The electronic health records provide a digitalized way of storing health records and thus it needs to be integrated in the clinical setting in a more efficient way. The past years has seen the electronic health records being integrated in the clinical practice and this has phased out the earlier way of storing information by use of papers. Integration of the electronic health records simply means the use of the records in the clinical practice in order to ensure quality provision of health services.
Electronic health records are integrated in the viewing of the patients’ information (Hicks, Dunnenberger, Gumpper, Haidar & Hoffman, 2016). This technology provides a means through which the health officers can be able to view the patients’ information in a proper way. The use of technology is integrated into the clinical practice of checking patients’ information before the processes of treatment can begin. The electronic health records will therefore provide a chance for the viewing of the patients’ information to be conducted in an efficient manner.
Another way in which electronic health records is integrated in the clinical practice is through the physician order entry (Hicks, et al., 2016). This is the order that is used by the health facilities in order to gain entry to the physician. There has to be a clear-cut procedure in terms of seeing the physician in order to prevent overcrowding and also to ensure that all the patients get a chance to see the physician. The technology can be used to come up with an efficient automated system of entry that the physician can control himself while in his office. The order of entry will be fed into the system and this will provide an efficient way of gaining access to the physician through the use of the electronic health records.
Electronic Health Records are also integrated in the scheduling of hospital admissions, inpatient and outpatient procedures and patients visits (Hicks, et al., 2016). These are critical components of the clinical practice and it is therefore important to ensure that they are carried out in an effective way. The electronic health records can be of use here as it will be able to digitalize the whole process of admissions and thus make it easier for the health officers doing the work. The technology is also integrated in the inpatient and outpatient procedures and this minimizes the chances of error occurring. The integration of this technology into this form of clinical practice simplifies the work of the health officers and thus increases efficiency in the undertaking of the clinical practices.
How the Information is Used in Clinical Setting
The electronic health records are used in the clinical setting to provide crucial health information of the patients (Birkhead, Klompas & Shah, 2015). The provision of this information is crucial as the medical doctors rely on this in order to commence treatment for the patients. They check on the patients file and note any necessary information that is crucial before they can conduct any form of treatment to the patients. This is important as it helps in preventing complications that may arise as a result of the doctor not going through the patient file.
The technology is also be used in the clinical environment to secure the health information of all the patients that may have visited the health facility (Slight, Berner, Galanter, Huff, Lambert, Lannon & Payne, 2015). Information confidentiality is very important for any clinical facility and thus the electronic health record is used to secure this. The patients’ information is stored in the system and security measures put in place in order to prevent any unauthorized persons from accessing the records.
The electronic health records provide real time information that is crucial in the clinical setting. This is due to the fact that the clinic receives patients from time to time and thus it is important to have a system of information that will be able to provide crucial information at any time. This technology enables this as all the available information can be found in real time by clicking on the health record system. Therefore, the electronic health records are used in providing timely information that is crucial in the treatment of the patients.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How I will Lobby Legislators to Support Training in Electronic Health Records Management
The government needs to create an environment that is conducive for the adoption of the electronic health records which is meant to improve the health care of the country. This is due to the benefits that are brought by the use of this technology and therefore it is important that the government gets involved more in the issue of technology in healthcare in order to improve the health care services in the country.
The local government or the legislators need to be lobbied more in order for them to formulate measures that will ensure that the use of this technology is enhanced. I will therefore petition the legislators to come up with regulations to govern the acquisition and use of this technology. This will involve passing laws to make the use of this technology in health facilities mandatory. This will ensure that all the hospitals adopt this technology and thus improve the quality of provision of health care.
I will also use seminars touching on health in order to lobby the government and the legislators to advocate for the use of this technology more. These seminars will discuss on the importance of this technology to the health care of the country and this will create an interest of the technology by the legislators who will then formulate appropriate laws to enhance this.
Conclusion
Technology has contributed to a lot of improvements made in the health sector and therefore it is something that should be encouraged even more. The use of the electronic health records in particular has significantly changed the process of keeping records in the health facilities and thus it is important that the government come up with appropriate measures to ensure that this technology is enhanced across the country. The integration and use of the technology have completely changed the game in terms of recording of health information and this should continue into the future. It is important that all the relevant stakeholders in the health sector come together to ensure that proper measures are put in place in order to increase the adoption of this technology. This will lead to efficient and effective health services that will in turn contribute to the quality provision of health services and the improvement of the general health care of the country.
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